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TO. THE 


READER. 


_ Courteous Reader, 


Have Expoſed to your view Two Lefure 
Sermons with (ome Enlargement ; not with 
a deſire to be in publick view my ſelf, eſpect- 
ally in my declining years, were a not the 
Call of God 1 am under to it ; much leſs that any ' 
ihing 5 mine ſhould be ſo; but it wes deſired by 
fſeme that were affected themſelves, and found 0+ 
theys to be ſo: And in Hopes it might be of ſome 
uſe in this Apotaticing Time in New England, 
ro Recover Backſliding Childrcn to their God from 
thejr total forſaking the Hope of their Fathers, and 
'8tbers from a forſaking their Firſt Love, that they 
might do their firſt works : God may confirm bis 
Lowe to this people, and continue under their 
Church-Ffate; 1 have caſt in my mite to i, 


Go 


> 140,3:\.%, To the READER _ 
- God delights in Exalting his own wiſdom « 
- power in this work, and therefore makes uſe 
ſuch as may mot Eclipſe but brigbten th;. 
Glory, What is weak in it, reckon it to th: 
Tn(krument, not with too ſevere Cenſure, þ.:: 
with pitty, and further your Prayer \ifor bim : 
what is of ufe and benefit, let God have a; 
the Glory. All 1 deſire is to be counted faith- 
ful by bim that put me into the Miniſtry, an: 
that 1 may give up-my account with Toy 
my watchfulneſs over any Souls, | 


Your Souls Friend, 


James Allen, 
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Pans Self-Reflection, 
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: PSALM r19. 59. 0 
1 thought on my Wayes, and turned my Feet 
unto thy Teſtimonies, | 


HE Pſalms if the Scriptures be Com 
pared to a Body, may well be cal- 
led the heart of it; in other parts of 

| it God mainly ſpeaks to man : In 

this therg is the gracious mans pouring on wr 
os Se i "- 


F 


Teal | 
Soul to God, and manifeſts his holy affeRiorz 
"to othets, eſpecially in this Pſalm. It is parted 
- into Twenty Two - Moi each begin 


with an Hebrew Letter AſÞhabeticaly, the firſt 
wich Aleph, and fo on.; fo that we have it 
thus repeated eight times in the whole, and 
may wel be called the true Chriſtians Inftru. 
Ror, in which God Teacheth him not only 
by his Word, but the Examples of Saints the 
rue praftiſe of Godlinofs. By his Precepts he 
tells us, what we ought to do, and the way we 
thould walk in to Salvation, by Recorded Ex- 
amples what Saints did that were in, this way 
ot Salvation, which we are to Enquire after 
for our Tmitation. Fer: .6, 16. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, Stapd ye in the wajes, and ſee and ask for 
.Fhe old paths, where is the ood way, and walk 
therein, and ye ſhall find reſt for your Souls. This 
Example betore us is thought to be Davids, 


'* who probably was the Pen man of the Pſalm. 


In this Paragraph. which: is:the Eighth in or- 
. der, &.begins & ends with the Letter Chetbh. The 
. Plalmift begins with aſſerting his right in God 
as his Pertien, verſe 7. which he proves, 

. Firſt, By his Eſteem of his Word, and Syb- 
jection to his Soveraignty. By 
Secondly. By the high Eſteem of his Fa- 
'vour, wh.ich he proves by his Reverend Sincere 
ang Earneſt Supplication for it as an effe& of 
; his; faich in his promiſe, verſe. $8 —- - + 
Hl Thirdly 


- 


-; | [ xx ? | 
. Thirdly. Te 5s further I by his Confide- 
ration and Thougitfulneſs. of his. ways to fur- 
_ his > 6. ag = Return to God after 
 Frraying from Dim, verſe $9.. | 
- Thisis both a-praof * his Intereſt in God, 
and direRion to the'Cure ot-a Protefling Peo- 
ples Apoſtaſy. from od; where it 1s total or 
partlal ;' and of uſe therefore to Saints and Sin- 
ners, to further their true.Repentance and Re- 
formation. So I ſhall now Improve it. 
_ In'the words. 5:1 | 
7. The means he uſed, I thought on my. ways, 
or, Conſideration of his ways. 

2: The ſucceſs of it :'] rutyed my feet unto 
eby Teft:monies. Firſt, The means uſed, where 

Firſt, The Perſon that did uſe it, I- Dewid, 
2 King, a Prophet, a Saint, a man after Gods 

Heart. So that it concerns Rich and Poor, 
High and Low, Good and Bad; as all need 
Repentance, fo ſhould uſe this means. 

Secondly.. The ad, 1 thought. 

Thirdly. The Obje&t, My wayes. The word itt 
Hebrew uſed as Criticks tell us, it fignte 
fies a curious viewing of a thing on every fide, 
& round about it ; oc exa&t Conſideration of a 

- curjous work ; it one thing were amils or not; 
So he did his ways, that 1s, his ations or way 
.of his heart, the inward movings of his will & 
afecions in its defire & reſolutions. And his 
External Walk & Converſation, whether accor- 


” 


dibg to Gods Rule of them or not, - 2; 


[ 12 | Ba 
' 2. The ſuccels of it, 7 FRE: my feet tot: 

Teſtimonies, I will or ſhall curn : It was a Re 

ſolucion ſtirred up in him, which he acknow- 

ledgeth to God as giving ſucceſs 'to- this means, 
and his Encouraging Promiſe, he depended on 

his faichfulneſs im ie, to turn the affeions of 
* His Soul 5 and his External Converſation wo 
Gods Teliimonies, the right way and rule of 
all his Actions ; in which is deſcrited his true 
Repentance and . Reformation after wandring 
trom Duty ; or ' the Cure of 'kis Apoſtaly. 
' Whence che-Obſervation is: 


DOCTRINE, 


That due Cori deritin or rhougbtfulneſ? 091 thei 
wajs, is a ſpecial. meaus for the Cure of the 


 Apoſtaſy of Gods. Profeſſing Peope _ FBeir 
due Obedience fo him. 


r. Apoſltaſly is-a Diſeaſe Gods Profeſli ing 
People are ſubjet unto. A Reforming People 
are fo, that have” made the higheſt profeſſion 
ot Reformation and Recovery trom the firft 
and grand Apoſtaly in our Firſt- Parents. Some 
to a total, where not a Saving Change. And 
che beſt of Saints to-that that "is partial ; a Da- 
wid; as he ſays, verſe 176. I have "od afrey like 
a: boff ſheep, {ek thy Servant, - + 
2, God hath porn means: for the cv 


of it that they ſhould uſe, though God cnly 
cat} ſucceed it.” - As the Miniſtry of the: Word; 
Ia. 58, 1. Fer. 8. 22. 1s there 10 Balm. in Gi 

Fead'? Ts there no. Phyſician there * 564 
- . 3. This: of Conſideration is a ſpecial one; 
mans own applying to himſelf, Job 5, 27 See 
it and know-it for thy good, Hag.1. 5.7. Thus ſaith 
the Lord, Conſider your ways, which is Reitera-- 
ed. Mans Self Application of what he hears; 
that Inward Preacher in ftirring 'up Thovght- 
fulneſs of 'a'mans own wayes. | 

Reaſon 1. ' This Conſideration of our 
ways, 15 neceſſary by Gods Precept requiring 
| tr, in order. to-Repentance. Hag. 1. 5. and- his 
Giſlike where tit 15 not, Deut. 32.29, O chat there 
were ſuch an heart, that they would - conſider their 


. batter end. | | | 
:- Reaſon 2: Thence ariſeth an acknowledgment 
of Sin, and Averſation to God, - which is the 
beginning of Returning, as he, 1.turned, where- 
in is an acknowledgment of a need of turning, 
as being out of the way z this is ſometimes put 
for the whole of what God requires. Fer. 3 r7: 
P/al. 32. 5. And ariſeth from bethinking them- 
fcIves, 2 Chron. 6.37, only acknowledge your Ins 
+  guity, 1 confeſſed my (in, and thou forgaveſt ; if 
ithey bethink themſelves - © © 
Reaſon 3. It is. perfeted our Saving Ratuy 
to God, by Gods Efficacious Grace in this 
way, both in firſt and after Repentance ; fo it 
| "? W's | ” Was 


E=iy- "= 14 £1} © * > +=>p 
was here : And Þ-rurned, 1 will or. ſhall do it, his 
Reſolution was ftirred up by the work of 
Powerful Grace; and Encouraged to:Endeavour. 
i«.by the ſame promiſed grace. Hoſea 6. x, 2, 
3. Come, and let.us Return umto.the Lord ; for be 
hath torn, and he will beal us: he bath ſmitten, 
and he will bind us up. After two dayes. will he 
revive us, in the third day be will raiſe us up, and 
we ſhall live in bis fight. Then ſhall we know, if. 
we follow on to know the Lord. x Joh..1. 9. If we 
confeſs our ſins, be is faithful and juſt to forgive us 
our ſins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. 

The 1urther clearing and. Improving chis . 
Text and Doetrine; ſhall be in Aniwer to this 
pradtical Queſtion. b-ant,e | 

Queft, What 35 this Thoughtfulneſs of our wayes 
or ations that is ſuch a ſpecial mean; for the cure 
of Apoſtaſy in a Profeſſiug People of God ? 

| "+ min In. general take this deſcription 
of it. | 
.. Ir is the Exerciſe of -all the powers of the 
Rational Soul by mans Selt Refle&ion for the 
knowledge of his ways or a&tions, and for his 
right Jodgment.' of. them with. reference to 
Gods final approving Judgment. | > 
| x. It 1s the Exerciſe. of all the Powers of. 
| the Rational Soul, the Underſtanding, Wil 
and Afecions. | | 
. 2 In way of SeltRefleftion for the kno 
ledge oi his ations, wnich & peculiar to 


Rati 


| | 2) | 
Rational: Creature, and mainly intends his mo: 
ral actions, as under the direRtion of a moral 
Rule for his Obedience, and Happineſs, in 
Enjoyment of God, according to his promiſe, 
to his obedience. Gen. 2. 9. = ; 
3- It is for his Right Judgment of them. 
Man hath a Judicature in himſelf, God hath 
Authorized in him, and is the ſupream and 
higheſt on Earth 3 ſuberdinate only to God 
about his own aQtions in reference to God, 
. and his inward duty to him. Rom. 14. 4. Hhs 
art thos that judgeſt another mans ſervant ? to bis' 
own maſter he ftandeth or falleth, None are to 
Judge others m things that are indifferent in 
matcers of Religion, or doubtful to true Chri- 
ſtians, bat themſelves, . about the ſincerity in 
them or not. werſ. 13. Let us not therefore Judge 
one another any more, bat conſider our own wayes, 
The Judge is Conſcience. 2 Cor. x. 12. That is 
a Witneſs as well as a Judge, having the beſt 
knowledge of what is in man, next to God, 
x Cor, 2. 11, For what man knowerh the things 
of n man, fave the Spirit of man which is im 
m 2 And hath Authority in the man to ſtir 
up all the powers in it, for its right judgment,, 
therefore the Pſalmiſt here faich, I £ bonghr, be- 
ing fet on work by Conſcience that is ſeated 
in the heart or practical judgment, that infiu- 
enceth che whole. x Feb. 3. 20, 21. If the bear? 
conderms, (that is Conlkcienee) God bs greaer, 
o. an 


F 26 Þ 
and will much more condemn ; but if it does 
not, there may be Ap als to God to Juſtify, 

and confidence in it through Chriſt, Pal, 130. 


- © 4. But there us frpioncg with thee that thou 


mayſt be feared. Its Knowledge and Authori- 
ty to ſtir up the aQtivity of the Rational Pow- 
ers is in order. to this Judgment. 

4. It is with reference to Gods final approy- 
ing judgment of them. This is the chiet en 
of the power of Conſcience in man. It is to 
be approved of God ; all our Actions may in 
his final judgment. .2 Cor 5. 11. It was' fo in 
mans Innocency, to prevent fin, to juſtify in 
way of perfe& Obedience ; and ſince the Fall 
under the Golpel its main uſe is to further ef 
caping Gods . Condemnation of chem. x Cor. 
IL. 32. by judging themſelves, and appealing 
to Gods Gracious Throne for approbation and 
pardon through Chriſt, _ 

2. More particularly, 1 ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew, what are thoſe Exerciſes of the powers 
of the Soul when Conſcience is, awakened to 
its duty, 3 in order to true turning to God, arc | 
Kirred up by ic, ,and in_ what order. 

Firſt. The. underſtanding. power of the 
Soul, it ſets chat. a work, which is the fuſt Ope-. 
ration ot the Soul in order to Returning to 
Gol ; a ſeeing and knowing of our wayes or | 
actions. None can rightly judge of what he 
ad h not know, and right knowledge of Nt | 
mu 


tuft go before any ſerions thoughts about 
merding them, or returning to a right way'; 
we muſt ſee we are wrong. For clearing.-this, 


\ 


take theis Remarks about it. | 


Firſt. That in mans firſt Creation. , God 
gave man adn Excellent Underſtanding 3 *nof 
only into the natures of all ' other Inferiour 
Creatures, to give them ſuicable names there- 
unto, but alfo to know his own duty to Gcd 
as the way to his Happineſs ; not only by the 
written Law of God in his heart, but his poſi- 
.. tive Law in the Sanctions of the Covenant 
with him: He Reveals what is good, and his 
way to his Happineſs. Gez. 2. 9, x7. and what 
is evil, that which God forbids. And he had 
a Iteedotn and power to will and chooſe the 
one, and refuſe the other; but Created and 
Mutable 5 and fo by the abuſe of that powet 
hack loſt it, and his knowledge with ir ef mo- 
ral good and evil, wholly as faving, and any 


right jadgment of it in order to 3. 


Secondly. In Fallen man there are fome 
Remains, as ſome call therp, of the light of 
Nature in* their. Conſciences ; or as others rg- 
ther would call them, common gitts co fallen 
inanz Got gives to all men as benefits in com 
mon from-Chrilts Death to-all, mankind; that 
are bengfictal cto'Humane Society , though not 

I laving 


ſ 18 m 
Faving to the perſon. Thus we read, Rom. 
.X. 18, Who bold the rruth in unrighteoufneſs, ( that 
5s, ſin againſt the light of Conſcience)” The 
Heathens had a natural! light about- good and 
evil, as beneficial: or deftru&tive to Humans 
Sogiety. Ferſe 29. who know that they that 49 
ſuch things are worthy of death. And ſome knows 
ledge ot daty tro God by the help, of the works 
of Creation. verſe 19, 20. Becauſe that which 
-1ay be known of God, 4s manifeſt im them, for God 
hath ſhewed it unto them, For the inviſible things 
bim from the Creation of the world are clearly 
feew, being underſtood by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and God head, fo that they 
are without excuſe, which, though not fſaving, 
yet it them without excuſe ;' and Sins again 
it, deprived them of much ot Gods common 
Goodneſs, and brought them under much of 
preſent difpleafure; and .the efteRs of it, which 
might have been avoided. Rom: 2. 14, x5. For 
When the Geniiles 2which have not the law, do" by 
Fatare the things contained in the Law : ( Thiat 1s 
in that Law written, 'the Scriptures ) theſe. &u- 
wing not the law, are a law unto themſetves, 
Fkiub ſhew the work of the law "2pritten in their 


hearts, their coriſciance alſo bearing witneſs, ant, 


£ 


+ : 
one another, + 


— Tancly. But God hath, provided. une 
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eheir thoughts the mean whilt accufing, or excuſing 


or EE I Its nes a nn es 
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| help for the knowledge or our-ways, and fur- 


thering Saving Returning out of that Apoſtaſy, 
and after-ftrays from his Rule. And that-is 
the Diſpenſation - of his Word. Rom. 2. 4. Or 
defpiſeſt thou the riches of his gooaneſs, and forbea« 
rance, and long-ſuffering, not knowing that the good 


neſs of God leadeth thee to repentance? Plal. x47. 
' 19, 20. He ſheweth his word unto Facob : his ſta- 


futes and his judgments unto Iſracl, He hath nat 
dealt. ſo with every nation. Which hath the pro- 
miſe of the Spirit m the right diſpenſation of 
it. 1/a. 30. 20, 21. Their eyes ſhall ſee their Tea- 
chers, and ſhall hear a woice behind, ſaying this is 


» the way walk in it. and the ſucceſs of it depends 
_ thereon. 


1. There'is a further outwatd light and dif- 
covery-of Sin, in the finful and penal ev of 


It ; the written: Law of God makes diſcovery 
- of the evil nature of it'in that original pravity 


of our natures ſince the Fall, and of all cur 
evil practices. Rom. 3- 20. By the Law 1s the 
knowledge of Sin, and by the Goſpel cf the Res. 
medy. werſe 23, 24, all bawve ſinned and cone 
ſhort of the glory of God : Being juſtified freely by 
his grace, through the Redemption that.is in Feſus 
Cb#it. The Law ſtrips you naked, and ets yop 
ſee ſin and mifery. And the Goſpel diſcovers 
the way out of it. Rev. 3.17, 18. and knoweft 
nos that thou art wretched, and miſerable, and peer, 
and blind; and naked. Buy of me go/d tried in the 

pe B 2 fre, 


__ 4» pike 
fire, that thou mayeſs be rich, and white. raiment, 
that thou mayeſt be clothed, and that the ſhame of 
thy nakedneſs do not appear, and anoint thine eyes 
with eye-ſalve, that thow mayeſt ſee. 
::-2+ There are common gifts of the Spirit, 
which imuch heightens the light of -nature in 
thus ſeeing Sin and- the: Remedy, and ſome- 
- times. powerful -ConviRtions and Awakenings 
of Conſcience thereby. Acts 2. 37. They were 
pricked in their hearts,and, ſaid, Men and Brethren, 
2what ſhall we do to be; ſaved ? to ſtir up Enqui- 
ry-afree-the Remedy.. 
. 3." There are ſaving illuminations of the Spi- 
rit in the Diſpenfation-of the Word, whereby, 
2n Fallen is Reſtored to a true, though not a 
parſe knowledge of God and himſelf, 1o of 
the evil of Sin, and good of Obedience, 2 Cor. 
4: 6. which is necefiary to a right judgment of 
our ways,.to a ſaying turning. to him. A&s 26. 
18. called, a turning from darkneſs ro light, and 
the power of Sin and Satan to God ;, a ſandtifying. 
all the powers of the- Soul, and begins with 
ris, 17 giving a ſpiritual eye, fit to diſcern a 
Ipiritual obje&. x Cor. 2.15. The ſpiritua} man 
atfcerneth all things: « | | | 
I; This is the knowledge to be. ſought and 
waited tor, in the Reading the Waxd,&Dilpen- 
ſation of .it. az. 20. 32, 33. for Chriſts open- 
ing then as to the bI'nd men he did.  Feh.5.39. 
2. it 15 to de exerciled in the knowledge of 
; your 


EE] 
your ways .or aQtions. Prov.8434 Hait at Wiſdoms 
gates,both inward and 6utward, by ſeeing them 
in the glsſs of the word. Fam 1.25, Whoſo look- 
eth into the perfet law of liberty, and continueth 
therein, wil} be a doer of it, and bleſied therein. 

3 Mak Ing a through ſearch into your hearts, 
and trial of your ways thereby,. eſpecially un- 
der Afﬀflictive Diſpenſations for ſin, an alluſion 
to Judicial , Proceedings, that is in Lam: 3. 40. 
Search ang. try your ways, and t:rn to the Lord, 
Find out the fin, and all the aggravations of it, 
by ſearching and trying your ways, or Exami. 

ning. And there is need of Calling in Gods 
| ſearch. Pſal. 139. 23, 24. Search me, O Ged, and 
know my heart : try me, and know my thoughts. _ 
And ſee if there be any wicked way in me: and 
lead me in the way everlafting. To avoid de- 
ceits of our ſinful and deceitiul hearts. Jer. 17. 
7, Io. The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
deſperately wicked, who can know it ? I the Lord 
ſearch the heart, I try the rems. Fo 

The ſecond operation of the Rational Soul 
to b2 exerciſed, is the Memory, whereby 
things known are kept and recalled when aqu- 

ally forgotten, and is of ſpecial uſe in turning 

to God ; and in fixing the thought upon our 

. Ways. This is helped in the firlt operation of 
it, retaining things.to be thought on. 

_ Firſt, By the right, clear and practical Knows 

ledge gf them. A good memory depends on 

a | the 


the good Undediata??, J Thoſe . that-- have 
the cleareſt underſtandings have the happieſt 


memories, Eſpecially where it is pra&tical about 


ſin and duty, when under the powerful Con- 
' victions by the. Word and Spirit, to; a deep 
ſenſe of fin, .in its ſinfulneſs and penal evil of 
it, to ſtir up to a Concernedneſs for delive- 
Trance, ſee AF. 2. 37, As they were at Peters 
- Sermon that were pricked at the heart. | The 
Apoftle Fames tells us, Fam. 2. 25. That Tuch 
an Hearer'of the Word, that looks--into the 
Law of God, ( that is his Word ) that Reveals 
the whole mind of God for Salvation, as the 
Angels do into the Myſteries of mans Redem- 
- ption, revealed, 2 Pet, x- 12. where is the ſame 
. word, exerciſeth his - underſtanding to know it, 
er quires after it, and hath impreſſions of the 
* Worth and weight of it ; be is not @ forgetful 
bearer, but a doer of it. It is a proverb concer- 
ning old men, Quod curant f 0k meminerunt. 
What old: men love, they will remember in 
old age, when memory fails them in other 
/ things. Anfſwerable to that Counſel of Selo- 
701. Prov. 22. 6. Train up 'a'Child in the way he 
ſhould go, and be will not depart from it when he 
#+ old, The Experience, of Chriſtians teſtific 
to it, taoſe that moſt complain of their weak 
memories, yet words they have underſtood, 
and had impreſſion of on their hearts,” they 
never forget. , David had fuch a ITS 
O 


23 ] 


of it, that he puts | 
r'19. 49. Remember the word, upon which thou 
haſt cauſed me to hope. And encourageth his own 
faith in him abont” it, endeavour after ſach a 
knowledge. 2 Pet. 3.18. But grow in prace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſut 
Chriſf#, as the way to the Remembrance of 
them. 

2.ConſciengeRecords all a mans ations in the 
memory, good and bad together, with Gods 
Diſpenſacions to him by his Word and Provi- 
dences. It is the Recorder, and Memory is 
the Book where they are written in order to 
Gods jidgment of them finally, and for our 
judgment to prevent hisCondemning judgment, 
Fer. 17. I. It is written with a pen of iron, and 
with the point of a Diamond. 


Hence 2. 'The ſecond a&t of memory is 
needful and uſeful to the cure of Apoſtaſy, 
which is recalling to mind that which 1s actu- 
ally forgotten concerning Gods Law, his Or- 
dinances and Providences, and our own fits, 


r. This God helps in: by kis Word” written, 
by frequent requiring it in his people to Re-. 
member his word. Prov..4. 4,5. Let thine heart 
retain my. words: keep my Commandmens and 
lroe, Get wiſdom, get anderfianding, forget it not. 
His works, Exod. 13: 3. Remember this _ ” 

Ro 


od in mind of it. Pſal. ” 


: _ 


EET. 24 ] SO: 
which you came out of Egypt. both merciful and 
afflicive alfo. Dext. 24. 9. So their own ſins . 
Deur. 9. 7. Remember, and forget nat , how thou 
provokedſt the Lord thy God to iwrath in the Wil- 
derneſs. So by the Miniſtry of it, it is one great 
uſc of it to put thee in remembrance. 2 Per, x, 
' I'y. 1 think it meet, ſo long as 1am mn this Taber- 
natle to put you in remembrance. | 


' 2. By his Providences. . x. Afiftive. Gen. 
42.21. They ſaid one to another, we are werily 
guilty concerning our brother, in that we ſaw the 
anguiſh of his foul; when he befought us, and we 
would not hear : therefore is this diſtreſs come upon 
#s. 2, By merciful Providences. Ezek. 16. 63. 
- Then you ſhall Remember your fins, when 1 am 
pacified to you, and loath your flves for them. 


2, I is our duty to ſtir up our own remem- 
brance of our wayes. And that 

Firlt. By looking over the Record of Con- 
fcience, as Abaſterus. did the Records of his 
Kingdom. Elth. 6. 1, 4. When the King could not 
beep, and be called for : the Records, which were 
7ead before bim 5 and enquired what honour bad 
been done to Mordecai "for ſaving his life. To 
ke his nzglect of his duty, in Rewarding faith- 
tul Service to him; fo ſhould we, to ke our 
Omiſlions of Duty, and '"Commiſhions of Sin, 
wich the aggravations of them, as againſt the 
Juſtices 


Juſtice or Mercy of God to us ; ſee them as 
-written in your heart. Fam, 1. 25. ſee that Law 
written in the heart, is a ſctring fin before you. 
Pal. Fx. 3. My fin ts ever before me. As dilco- 
yered 1n tne glais of the Law, and biinging 
your ways to the diſcovery oi it 
Secondly. Stir up the activity of memory to 

-its duty in it. Deut. 16. 12. Thou ſhalt remember 
thou waſt a Bond-man in Egypt. Ia. 63. 7. 1 will 
| . remember the loving-kindneſs of the Lord, atcord- 
ng #0 all the Lord bath beftowed on us. Pfal. 77. 
11,12. 1 will remember the works .of the Lord, 
ſurely 1 will remember thy wonders of 01d. Retolve 

on It, you will remember the words and works' 

y- God; to humble for ſin, and encourage to 
ws = 

3- Another operation of the Soul needful to 
| the Recovery from Apoltacy, is Thougktiul- 
neſs or Conſideration of our ways, which fol- 
lows that of memory; as we cannot remember 
what we do not know, 10 cannot think of ic 

if we do not remember ; tkis affords matter for 
conſideration and meditation. TFrath is the 

| food of the Underſtanding, which it commends 
| to, and ſt6res in the Memory - and meditation 
concodts tor uſe and nouriſhment to the whole 


© > c-- 
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The thoughts are the perfeting as and ops- 
rations of the Soul, whereby the Idza- and I: 
mage of things are framed in it, which it un- 
deritands and remembers, and hath the moft 
Immediate influence on the will-and affeRions, 
as they have on the acr5ns. | 
As things we outwardly ſee are repreſented 
by the phanſie and common ſenie to the. urjs 
derſtanding ; ſo: when. - they are practically 
known ard 1ememtred, it 1s eonceived in the 
will and af-&ions, as a Child in- the womb, 
and are: therefore called the firſt born of the 
_ underſtanding. And though a man. doth not 
- always outwardly practiſe and bring. forth to 
Outward view all ſuch thoughts to mans judg- 
ment-ot him, yet they as in che thoughts are in 
Gods view, and he judgeth hi ſiate thereby as 
good or bad; ſo he faith of fallen man as in 
his natural eſtare. Gen. 6. 5; The imagination or 
figments of: bis heart are evil, ana that continually. 
Prov. 23 7. As be thinketh, ſo is be. And there- 
fore he calls tor thy 'change, as the begining of 
Our true turn to_ him. Uſa. 55: 2. Let the wicked 
- for/ake bis ways, and the unrighteous his thoughts, 
and Return. Jer. 4, 14- Waſh thy heart, O' Feruſa- 
lem, how long. ſhall vain thoughts lodge mn you, 
And he judge.h of his trus Converſton to hing 
by this begining of it: 2 Chron.s. 37. 1f they bus 
think themſelves and turn:. So that it is neceſ[2- 
ry and uſclul in- Regoyery from ApoRaly, 26 
ar 
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that God fiirs up Cold. to excite in ther 
that do turn into the right way. I ſhall, not 
further enlarge upon what thoughts are, beir;g 
limiced by my Text, to the Aati-icy ot then 
in our awa ways, as the ſpecial ſubje& or.ob- 
jet of them, to further turning into Gods 
ways. And more ſpecially that it is ,on .the 
ſinful ways of heart and life in us, thoſe that 
muft be turned, from which God by his Pro- 
phet. calls his-;people ,to do. Hag: 1. 5 7. as a 
means of Repentance, and was ſucceisul, verſe 
12. In my Text we have an eminent Exam- 
ple of it, and in the duty and ſucceſs of it; 

'To dire and help in imitation of ir: 


Firſt. Think or meditate on the ſin'ulneſs.of 
your ways, as you ſhould know the evil of 
them by the Word, and- remember the Con- 
victions by it, with all the aggravacions of them. 
So think on it, and keep your hearts to it, 
P/al.5t. 3. let fin be always before you to 


 kumble you, and further ſeeking paidon and. 


mortificagon of it, by ſecing your ſelves jn the 
glafs of the Word. Jam. 1. 25. | 


Secondly. Meditate on the penal evil of ie, 
what your ſin deſerves 2 What Afflictiags and 
Effects of Gods Diſpleaſure for your ſins? So 
meditate on Gods preſent Providences, as the 
puniſhments of your evil ways. Hag. x. 8,9, 
Eo C 2 IO, 


a | 


T0, Ir. bids them Le the neglet of 
their duty to God, and his carriage to them, 
which was for their fin that he fruſtrated their 
expetations of his conimon benefits. They 
did fin jn unfruittulnebs to him. I/a. 5. 4, 5. 


The grounds of this meditation or conft- 
deration, or helps in 1t are, ESE 
" x. A conſideration of Gods Mercy, Good- 
| neſs and Patjence; think on this, Rom. 2. 4. 

Deſpiſeſt thou the Riches of bis . goodneſs, and 
 forbearance, and long ſuffermg, &c. You that 
live under Goſpel mcans have' more advan- 
tage than others have by the lhe of 
nature; having alſo the Goſpel Revelation 
, of the_ Remedy againſt ſin, and a continu- 
ance in' his woild, notwithſtanding provoca- 
tion by often .ab: fig his mercies, all of 
them in Rebellion againſt him, uſing of them 
againft him, not only his common mercies, 
-Þut deſpifing that which is the richeſt Mer- 
Cy ; Diticovery of the' way to your being 
the Subjects of his Reconciled Favour, that 
ſhould lead you 'to the 'way of it.. This 
highly aggravaced ſin in thoſe. under the 
F c £ .. : : oe 
means of - Salvation, Deut. 32. 6. Do you thus 
requite the Lord, O fooliſh people "and unwiſe ? 
It i5 'not only the 'greaceit -ingratitude, but 
the higheſt tolly to deſpiſe your own mer- . 
figs. Ezok, 18, 30, Turn, why will jou dje, © 
{TS ;- ; l < WEE OE. | Houſe 
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Koaſe of Tfree?? Jonah 2.8, ff forſaking your 
0 ES _ "Thoſe that. might be os if 
you did -improye the: means, and get, into 
the way of it. Eſpecially, it 'is a meditati- 
on trus Cofiverts ſhonld moſt think” of, that 
are under greater mercy -in being the Sub? 
Jeas of his . ſpecial :goodneſs. 2 Sam. 12. 7, 
8, 9. Thus the Propher' did awaken-a Dawd 
to this duty, - to think of what God had 
done for him. verſe xz. And would do fur- 
ther in renewing his pardon to him. . This 
appears in the diſcovery of his nature. Exod. 
| $4. 6. And the Lord paſſed by before him, and 
9 oc aimed, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious,  long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs 
and truth. In his making his glory paſs before 
Moſes, he hath diſcovered bis gracious nature, 
the free and full pardoning merey that is in 
| him, And promiſes, x Fob x 9. If we confeſs our 

fins, be is faithful and ju#t to forgive us our ſins. 

-And he is faithful in his promile to Chriſt, and 

that is owing to-him, and all in him to encous 

tage this duty. 


2. Meditate & think on the Juftice of God. 
He is juft as well as merciful avd boly, x. In 
his nature. Exod. 34. 7. [ will not clear the guil- 
#3. In the Threatnings of his ward. Ger. 2. 27. 
He that fins ſhall dy the death. Pal. 7. 11. He wilt 
wht bis Sword againſt the Impenitent. And his 
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Providences Recorkeef?, Hos Word. 2 Pet. 2; 
4, 5, 6. He ſpared not the old world, nor Se- 
' dom, which are feartul inſtances ot it. Nay, 

th: Heathens that improved not the tight of 
Mmnatare. Rom. 1. 18, 26, he manifeſted bis wrath 
from heaven againſt them by ſpiritoal and 
outward Judgments ; 'nay, his only pro efling 
people in the world. Rom. 11. 22. If be ſpared 
»ot the natural branches, will he [pare you. Nay, 
the ſevereſt outward Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence is uſually on iuch. Amos 3. 2, 3. nay, his 
own Children. 2 Sam. 12. 1x. Beſide conſider 
his Providential Diſpenſation among your ſelves 
for negle& of duty he calls to, or commiſſion 
of ſin, Hag. 1. 8,9. He directs to think of 
the Judgments they were under, in diſappoint - 
ing their expeRations of the good and ufetul- 
neſs of the Creatures to them, 


3- Meditate on the Day of Judgment. 47s 
T7. 31. He hath appointed a day in which he will 
. Juage the world, This is a meditation to Re- 
' pentance, that there is a fixed day of Gads 
Final Judgment of all mens ways, good and 
bad, and their ſtates, manifeſting thereby a 
| Revelation of his Righteous Judgment. Row, 

2. 6: It ſhall go well with the Righteous uz 
their ſtate and way of Goſpel Obedience ; 
bur ic ſhall not go well with the wicked. 
Ja. 3. 10, This is that the Lord after the 
_ Manneg 


manner of men affectionately wiſheth their 
conſideration of. Deut. 32 29 O that they 
were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that they 
would conſider ther latter end. There will 
be' an end of your living in this World, 
the thing is certain. Heb. g. 28. the time ta 
us uncertain: And there an end of Gods 
patience and for'earance, and ſpace of Re- 
pentance to | the Impenirents, and the lon- 
ger it i, the greater treaſure of wrath Rom, 
2:5. And an'end of the patience and ex- 
exciſe under troubles and difficuitizs to the 
Godly in their way of Obedience to God! 
' 2 Theſ. 2. 6; 7, 8. Think on this day which 
will be a day of Refreſhing. Ads 3: 19, 
When the times of refreſhing ſhall come from 
$he preſence of the Lord. To the peniteng and 
gracious reward of your Obedience. 


Having given ſome ſpecial helps and 
grounds of medication, let me further help 
and move to the duty by ſome: DieRions 
and turther motives in it under this Head, 


DIRECTION 1. 


Keep your hearts to it, the heart is ve- 
Ty loth aud averſe to it_naturally, eſpecial- 
iy on ſuch ſerious. thoughts as theſe are? 
Lhereforg, ſet Conlciencs to its work, to 

NES apply 


apply thoſe things home, and affe& the Toes 
wirh it. Job 5. 27: Know it for thy good, 


. 


and watch your hearts. Prov. 4. 23. 


- 2 Avoid hindranices, eſpecially wandring 
and 'vain th-ughts. Fer. 4; 14. O Feruſalems, 
bow ' long ſhall chy vain thoughts lodge » within 
tbee.: Get: your hearts ' free fronf' that :: Let 
them "not have todging ; poſſels the heart, 
that thoughts are ſin, and though not open' 
to man, yet under Gods obfervance and 
judgment.* Ecclef. 12; 14. God ſhall bring e> 
ery work into Judsment, with every ſecret 
\ thing, whether is be good, or whether i#® be 
";-7/ FE | | 
. Þ. Avoid  Companying with vain and 
idle perſons, and gtren converſe . with the 
Godly. Mal; 3.16; They that feared the Lord, 
hott often one io another, and thought apon his 
= RE... NIN : | 
4: Take fit feaſons- and times for it, and 
places, ( times ) the © nforning and” nights are: 
fie times, ſometimes 'oltner. Pal. r. 2; He 
meditates on the Law of God, day and night. 
P/al. 5. 2, 5. My woite ſhalt thou bear in the 
morning, in the morning will 1 dirett my prays 
&r utifo thee,” and will look up. For thou art, 
not "a God that bath pleaſure in "Wickedne(s : 
neitber ſhall evil "dwell with thee, So the E- 
Yening. P/at, 119; x48: Mine ces prevem the 
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Baouor =P 7 & "7", 
Yoke watches * that 1 might meditate in thy ord, 
Gen. 24 63. Iſaac went ont in the evening th 
metitate. SO ( places ) in the Field," in the 
Cloſe, when alone ; nay, on 'the Bed. Pfal 4, 
4. Commune with your 029n heart upon your bed. 
n_ at ſee times, ſo ſet your ſelves to it in 
Ich. : 


MYOTIVE, 

, Te It .is the way to have_ Gods Grace giver 
where it is not, and unlooked for Bleflings ; 
though God is not tyed to it, yet his orcinary* 
way it is to work on Rational Creatures ſa1- 
_ fably to their ' Reaſon. . And ftirs up the 
Exerciſe of it." As 2.37. Now when they beard: 
zhis, they were pricked in their heart, and ſaid- 
unto Peter, and to the 'reff of the Apoſtles, 
Aden and Brethren, what ſhall we: do? And, 
.. to revive it where it is. Pſal. 29. 3. My 
heart was bot within me, while 1 was ' mas. 
ſong. the fire burned ; then ſpake I with my 
Fongue. | oo” 


. The ſucceſs here in my Text: 1 tuned," 
which is: an acknowledgment ro God of 
his turning: Grace, not only being there, 
bat ded "By him, effe&ually to turn” him. 


S & bs the ondinacy, way of Wiſe men. 
| ", UL 


TEE 1... - 

itt their Concerns Ch this . World. The 
Merchant thinks on his way in his Trade, 
whether right, and how he proſpers, by 
fooking over his. Accounts, The Marriner 
hath his Compaſs and Obſervation how he 
Steers his Courſe” by it, to mend it where 
ic is otherwiſe then it ſhould be. And 
ſhall we more exerciſe our Rational Powers 
for Earth; than for Heaven ? 


3- Conſider. It is an evidence of Gods 
thoughtfulaeſs of you of Peace and Salva- 
tion, and' that from Eternity. Jer. 29: 10, 
XI, I2. 1 will viſit you, and perform my goa 
word towards you, - in caufng you to return_to 
this place. For I know the thoughts that I 
| - think towards you, faith the Lord, thoughts of 
peace, anil-zt of evil, to give .10u an expected 
end. Then ſhall ye call upon me, and ye ſhalt 
go. and pray unio me, and I will bearken un- 
ro you. And it is pleaded here 'by David, 
as a fign of lis Integrity ' and Etfecual 
Vocation, Jer. 31. 4- 1 have loved thee with 
an evertzſting love : therefore with... loving-kind- 
neſs have 1 drawn thee, So it 1s. prelented 
for the Conſideration of Gods, People, to 
further - their Repentance, as . eftouraging! 
to" Conſideration ' as a means to It, 


4+ The fourth and laſt operation of the 
=  Rapiongd 
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'R2t10nal Soul in exerciſe for Returning to 


' Rice, but alſo the inward affeftions alfo, that 


;God, are his judging thoughts, to make a - 
'right judgment of them, to prevent Gcds 
'condemning for them. x Cor. 11. 31. For #f7 
we would judge our ſelves, we ſhould mt be 
Judged with the World. Prov. 28. 13. He that 
Tonf:ſſech and forſaketh, ſuall fnd mercy, This 
is the turning a, ſo far as in mans pow- 


_er, and he doth it as uader the influence 


'of Gods Grace, therewith he makes a judg- 
.ment . of his ways, as.iz or out of Gods 
Teſtimonies. ; 

x. There 1s a judgment of his own ways £2 
be eval, and out of the way of Gods way of 
his Teſtimonies, which is ſuppoſed in his tur- 
ning his feet into them ; this is the firſt part 
of true Repentance and Reformation, of their 
turning from ſin, not only in his outward pra- 


are the feet of the Sonl ; ” he fees all js 
wrong, his heart, his lite, he is going in the 
way to his deſtruction, from God as his por- 
tion, as his Sovereign. And as he fees this, 
ſo he judgeth and pifleth ſenrence on this his 
evil way, and condemns it as that deſerves 
Gods Conctemnation, and Juſtities God in his 
Righteous Sentence in the Law. Gen. 2. 17. 
And juſtifies God in all the leſſer Executions. 
Pſal. 51, 4 Silenceth complaint of them. Ez74 
th "= Da 1a. 


9.13. Seeing that Fas, God, baft puniſhed 
Teſs than our tniquities deſerve, And affures them 
without Repentance, and the Goſpel Remedy, 
they ſhall be Condemned at the Higher Court, 
'x Foh. 3. 20. - And: not ' only paſleth this Sen- 
tence, it you turn hot, vou ſhall dye cternal- 
1y, but begins Execution in Gods Name and 
Authority on the Soul, as Ehxd on Fgim. Tudg. 
'3. 20, 21, And Ehud came unto him, and he was 
fitting in a ſummer pariogr, which he' had for bim- 
felf alone :* And Ehud” fad have a meſsage jrom 
' God unto thee. And he aroſe out of his ſeat, And 
Ehud put forth bs left hand, and took the dagger 
From his right thigh, and thruſs it into his belly. 
So ſzith Confcaence to the ' Sinner, and runs 
the Threatnings to the heart, this is that which 
3s calted pricking to. the heart. A&s 2. 37. at 
the heart of ſin, and wounds it 1n its Courſe, & 
Jets it a bleeding, which the Law cannot ;5 he 
alſo kiils fin and {eli-confidence. DX 


2. There is a turning the feet to Gods Feſ- 
timar.12s, this 15 the returning to the 1ight way, 
Þy judging artght of Gods way, which he teſti- 
mics of him, in his Goſpel Revelation of pate 
'_ &on and grace in Chritit, for Returning Sin- 
ners: this he -judgeth to bs right, the only 
way of Life, and dalvation. So the ſmitten: 
Soul 1; at firft put on Enquiry about it, and 

mourping for ftn,and aſter the healing balfome 
240 & : 0. LO I of 
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2 tho" Goſpel, for ' pardo1. and ' orads in 
firſt "Converſion, and ſo in after Returns 
ing, this moves The ' :affefions , 'to the 
getting into this way, and Renovncing all | 
other, and to be willing to confeſs: and for- 
Take Sin.: Prov. 28. 13. ' Whoſo confeſſeth and 
 forſaketh, ſhall find mercy. x Joh. 1. 9. If we 
 ,.onfeſs our ſins, he is faithful, and juſt to for- 
ve us our ſins, and to cleanſe us from all 
-»rigbteouſneſs. And 'to be in love with thank- 
*al Obedience to the Commands of- the 
Goſpel. x Joh. 5. 3- For this is the love. of 
God, that we keep his Commandments, and his 
: Commandments are not grievous ; his feet and 
af/fetions will be carried this way of Goſs 
bel Obedience. Thus think on your ways 
to ſuch a turning, pray for Gods direging 
gf you, Jer. 10.2 3. © Lord, I know that the 
: ay of man is not in bimſelf : it is not in 
man that walketh, to dire his fteps, And 
enlargeth the heart to Run the wayes of 
Gods Commandments. | 


Oh! That what hath been ſaid, might 
ſlir up to this Duty, to think to on your 
ways, that your hearts may be turned to 
Gods Teſtimonies. I have dire&ed to the 
ay, and I ſhall pray that God would put 
-.-5U - into it : Do your Duty in waiting on 
aim for his affiſtance to do ir as you. 


ſhould. bb 


_ - 


7 Gul. * Jer. 31.8, 19,120. T1” have: 4: 
' Ephraim bemoaning bimfelf thus, - 4hog- bet 
chaſtiſed ' me, and 1 was chaſtiſed, CLY # bullock 
amnaccuftormned to the yoke : Turn thou wie, aud 
T ſhall be - turned ; for thew art the | Lord my 
God. Surely after that 1 was turned, .  repent- 
ed: and: after that I was inſerutted, T . (mote 
upon - my thigh: 1 was aſhamed, ea, even 
confounded, becauſe I did: bear the. reproach. of 
2y youth. Is Ephraim my dear ſon ? Is be @ plea- 
fant Child? for ſince 1 ſpake againſs bim, I do 
earneſtly remember him ſtill; therefore my. bow- 
els are troubled - for him 5 1 will ſurtly, have 
mercy upon  bim,: ſaith the Lord, Oh 1 that 
you-- may ſo think on your - ways,: that 
yow. may turn your feet unto Gads' Tefti/ 
', IoOnies3 that fo you may have Gods ar 
 Ceptance, and "manifeſtation of his Father]: 
Love to you, "wr rw cn rg kk 
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